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The holding known as Newlands farm, Grittleton comprises approximately 202 acres (81 ha) 
of predominantly grade 3 farmland. No formal and specific appraisal has been undertaken, 
however I estimate a split of 60:40 in favour of 3b to 3a (the proposed route being similar). 
 
There is one parcel of note in permanent pasture with the rest of the farm in an arable 
rotation in conjunction with a countryside stewardship mid-tier agreement and sustainable 
farming incentive agreement, including enhanced overwintered stubbles for food and 
habitat for overwintering species. Half the cable route would affect these areas at any given 
time and over a 2 year period all of it. 
 
All arable fields have areas of environmental improvement/protection in them with no 
insecticides or pre-harvest dessicants used. These measures form an integral part of the 
business and no assessment has been made by the applicant of the impact of the project on 
our specific environmental or commercial interests. We have planted approximately 80 
hedgerow trees (outside of any schemes) and in a recent survey it was noted there was a 
notable population of skylarks, a farmland indicator and red list species. 
 
The environment has become an important consideration in the enterprise not least 
financially as driven by government via its schemes. We have 5 ponds on the farm which are 
presumably “habitats of principal importance”, yet no surveys have been undertaken. The 
few surveys that have occurred have been strictly on the depicted route (and we have been 
denied access to them) despite the effects being widespread and indeed the route indicated 
is 50m wide but I believe this is only indicative and could be considerably more; if 1m more 
then the surveys do not cover it. 
 
I have asked my agent  to provide a resume of  dealings 
with the applicant but no-one from the applicant or their agents have contacted me for 
months; so to see them claim I am not responding/engaging is galling. From  
record of “negotiations”, which is pretty thin gruel, it can be seen that there is no genuine 
attempt to engage; and to deny reasonable costs is I believe unique, even on this project. I 
repeat my view that the applicant is assuming comp. acq. Powers on gaining a DCO and are 
simply waiting to dictate terms. It could be viewed as threats with menaces. 
 
Please find attached the plans of the proposed cable route as supplied by Dalcour Maclaren, 
the applicants agent and a map of the holding that shows the land with areas in Govt. 
schemes etc. and  record. 
 
Matthew Newman 
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